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community, where he served as a guide, a 
counselor, and a friend. 
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HONORING SOUTH PADRE ISLAND 
CHIEF OF POLICE ROBERT 
RODRIGUEZ ON HIS RETIREMENT 

HON. SOLOMON P. ORTIZ 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 6, 2009 

Mr. ORTIZ. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the service and dedication of Police 
Chief Robert Rodriguez for his service and 
commitment to the Town of South Padre Is-
land, where he worked for 25 years, and re-
tired from the police force on September 1, 
2009. 

Chief Rodriguez has been instrumental in 
working during the years with the many law 
enforcement agencies in the Rio Grande Val-
ley as each of the town’s police officers, in-
cluding him, strove to serve and protect South 
Texans and guests who visit South Padre Is-
land year-round. 

During the past few years, Chief Rodriguez, 
along with those that call South Texas home, 
has seen South Padre Island grow. We have 
seen new development come in, new busi-
nesses open, and hotels and condominiums 
constructed. 

Through these significant changes, we know 
South Padre Island continues to evolve even 
after suffering from great loss in revenues and 
services brought about by Hurricane Dolly. 
South Padre Island continues to accommo-
date, protect, and serve its many residents 
and tourists. 

Chief Rodriguez has been able to adjust his 
staff and manpower to the growing needs of 
South Padre Island. On any given day, you 
can spot Chief Rodriguez, while on or off duty, 
visiting with locals and residents. He works 
around the clock. 

In 1984, he began his work for the Town of 
South Padre Island as a dispatcher, and later 
was promoted to the police force. From then 
on, Chief Rodriguez has climbed the ranks 
within the South Padre Island Police Depart-
ment and on August 18, 2000, he was sworn 
in as police chief. 

Chief Rodriguez has been instrumental in 
his work with South Padre Island, and al-
though I am sad to see him leave, I know he 
is ready to enjoy his much needed retirement 
with his family, friends and loved ones. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to 
please join me in commemorating the service 
of Chief Robert Rodriguez, who served the 
Town of South Padre Island, the State of 
Texas, and the United States of America, in 
his capacity of law enforcement officer for 25 
years. 
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OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 6, 2009 

Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Florida. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to honor a true 
leader, dedicated public servant, and a dear 
friend, Col. Jim Mudd, Collier County Man-
ager. 

Jim served his country honorably for 26 
years in the U.S. Army, achieving the rank of 
Colonel and retiring as the Commander and 
District Engineer of the U.S. Army Engineer 
District in Rock Island, Illinois. He graduated 
from the U.S. Military Academy at West Point 
in 1974 and earned a Master’s degree in oper-
ations research from the Naval Postgraduate 
School in 1982. He was formerly Assistant Di-
rector of Civil Works, Central Region, U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers, Washington, D.C., 
and Chief of the Assessment Division, U.S. 
Central Command, MacDill Air Force Base, 
Florida, and Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. He is also 
a veteran of the Gulf War. He and his wife An-
nette have two children who are also serving 
in the armed services. His son Ryan is a Lieu-
tenant in the U.S. Navy and his daughter Kati 
is a Captain and physician in the U.S. Army. 

After completing his military service in 2000, 
he moved to Collier County where he became 
the Public Utilities manager followed by nine 
months as the Deputy County Manager and 
eventually earning the top leadership position 
as County Manager on July 15, 2002. 

Throughout the years I have had the privi-
lege of working with Jim to advance the needs 
of Collier County and the Southwest Florida 
Community. He has been committed to the 
people of Collier County for almost a decade 
even continuing his service after being diag-
nosed with brain cancer. Through this most 
difficult battle of his life Jim has shown grace 
and dignity. He has dedicated his life to his 
country and to the people of Southwest Flor-
ida and truly embodies the spirit of public 
service. Speaker, I ask that you join me in 
thanking County Manager Jim Mudd for his 
service to this country and the people of 
Southwest Florida. It is an honor to know such 
a great man, and a personal privilege to call 
him a friend. 
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THE RETIREMENT OF PAUL 
COWEN AS CHIEF OF STAFF TO 
STATE SENATOR EDDIE LUCIO, 
JR. 

HON. SOLOMON P. ORTIZ 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, October 6, 2009 

Mr. ORTIZ. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the dedication of Paul Cowen, who 
is retiring after 20 years as Chief of Staff to 
State Sen. Eddie Lucio, Jr. 

Paul has worked day in and day out with 
our office on policy that has greatly impacted 
South Texas. His vision, perseverance and 
commitment to helping the less fortunate is re-
markable. 

In 1989, Paul got a call from then-candidate 
Eddie Lucio, Jr., the soon-to-be Senator asked 
Paul if he would run his campaign for the 
Texas 27th Senatorial District, Paul agreed. 
The rest is history. 

Paul is one of 10 children of Louis and Vir-
ginia Cowen. He has been married to Tamara 
Cowen for 37 years and has three children: 
Tara Jean, Jonathan Paul, and Timothy Pat-
rick. I take this time on the House Floor to 
wish Paul a happy retirement, and at the 
same time, thank him for the many lives he 
impacted and changed through his work in the 
Texas Legislature alongside Sen. Lucio. 

Although Paul will no longer be Chief of 
Staff to Sen. Lucio, he will forever remain in 
the hearts and souls of those he impacted. 

Today, I ask that my colleagues join me in 
commemorating the retirement of Paul Cowen 
as Chief of Staff to Sen. Eddie Lucio, Jr. I 
wish you the best of luck, amigo. 
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ACCEPTANCE OF STATUE OF 
HELEN KELLER PRESENTED BY 
THE PEOPLE OF ALABAMA 

SPEECH OF 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 30, 2009 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support of the 
Congressional Tribute commending the dedi-
cation of the statue of Helen Keller. 

The life of Helen Keller is one that we con-
tinue to praise because of her tenacious spirit. 
Having her sight and hearing stolen by illness 
as an infant in rural Alabama did not stop her 
from accomplishing incredible feats. Ms. Keller 
is not only a champion for the blind and deaf 
in the United States, but also worldwide. Her 
miraculous breakthrough came at a simple 
well-pump, learning the spelling of the word 
‘‘water’’ as it ran over her hand. From this mo-
ment, she went on to graduate from Radcliffe 
College, author several books and be awarded 
the Presidential Medal of Freedom. 

As a Representative, as a woman, and as 
a nurse, I can appreciate the societal and 
medical challenges Ms. Keller overcame to 
become the triumphant figure that she is. 
Young women have a great role model in 
Helen Keller. She has also inspired medical 
professionals and humanitarians across the 
globe to fight preventable blindness and mal-
nutrition. 

It is with great respect for this American 
hero that I urge my colleagues to join me in 
supporting the Congressional Tribute com-
mending the dedication of the statue of Helen 
Keller. 
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TRIBUTE TO ART VAN FURNITURE 

HON. FRED UPTON 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 6, 2009 

Mr. UPTON. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to Art Van Furniture. Throughout 
the month of October, Mr. Art Van Elslander 
and Art Van Furniture are celebrating 50 years 
as a family-owned and Michigan-based com-
pany. 

In my district, the city of Kalamazoo is home 
to an Art Van Furniture store that has been 
dedicated to supplying guests with quality fur-
niture and superior customer service. They 
have continued to provide jobs and revenue to 
the local economy during a time when South-
west Michigan has needed it most. 

As Michigan’s largest furniture retailer with 
32 locations, Art Van Furniture has brought 
recognition and notoriety to our State by re-
ceiving numerous distinguished honors. One 
recent accolade was the 2009 Retailer of the 
Year Award from Furniture Today, a furniture 
industry publication. In acknowledgment of 
their green efforts, the Michigan Retailers As-
sociation named Art Van Furniture a 2007 
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